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On Nov. 23, the Miami office of the contra umbrella organization, the Nicaraguan Resistance,
announced that two members of its directorate Alfonso Robelo and Maria Azucena Ferrey were
planning to travel to Managua on the following day to deliver their first official reply to a cease-fire
plan proposed by President Daniel Ortega. Contra spokespersons said Robelo and Ferrey would
present a "document" to Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo in Managua at 12:30 p.m. Tuesday. At
a news conference in Managua on Monday, President Ortega reiterated his government's policy
on contra leaders who wish to enter Nicaragua. He said Robelo and Ferrey, and any other contra
leaders, would have to first accept the government's amnesty decree before they would be permitted
to visit Managua. Interior Minister Tomas Borge said they would be arrested upon attempting to
enter the country. The two contra leaders had reportedly planned to board a plane in San Jose,
Costa Rica. [In an interview with the New York Times last week, contra leader Adolfo Calero said
he and his contemporaries planned to send a message to the Cardinal on their general views
regarding the mediation process via commercial courier. In that interview, Calero said that unlike
the guerrillas in El Salvador, the contras were not insisting on sharing power. In general terms,
he described the contra's goal as "competition for power through a free vote."] When the Times
asked Lenore Huper, Nicaragua's Consul General in Washington, about the contras' plans for a
trip to Managua, she said "known counter-revolutionaries" have to sign a document requesting
amnesty in the consulate before entering Nicaragua. The first such leader to sign such a document
in Washington was Edgar Chamorro, who broke with the contra leadership several years ago. Sarali
Porta, a spokesperson for the Nicaraguan Embassy in Washington, was cited by the Times as saying
that the Nicaraguan government regarded the publicized contra plan to visit Managua as a "contra
provocation," i.e., a propaganda maneuver. "Robelo and Ferrey should ask for amnesty before
entering the country," she said. "If they don't, they will be basically acting illegally and will have to
suffer the consequences of their actions." According to contra spokespersons in Costa Rica, airlines
in Costa Rica were warned by the Nicaraguan government not to permit Robelo and Ferrey to board
aircraft landing in Nicaragua. On Nov. 24, the contras reportedly requested the papal nuncio in San
Jose, Costa Rica to personally relay their proposal to Cardinal Obando. However, the nuncio refused
to receive the contra "delegation." After the nuncio had rejected the request, a contra spokesperson
in San Jose told UPI that the contra leadership was seeking "an institution or personality" to
deliver the document to the Cardinal in Managua. Enrique Arguello, spokesperson for the FDN in
Costa Rica, informed UPI that the document "requests democratization in Nicaragua, generalized
amnesty, and an end to the state of siege." At a press briefing on Tuesday, State Department
spokesperson Phyllis Oakley said Nicaragua's refusal to allow Robelo and Ferrey to visit Managua
calls into question the Sandinista government's willingness to negotiate national reconciliation.
"The Sandinista refusal to permit the temporary return of two resistance leaders calls in question
the sincerity of their protestations that they are willing to negotiate national reconciliation with the
opposition," she declared. "In contrast, we note that in El Salvador, the political leaders of the rebel
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movement have been permitted to return to take part in El Salvador's political life." (Basic data from
UPI, 11/24/87; AFP, 11/23/87; New York Times, 11/24/87)
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